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Safe Workplace Transport

Introduction

Accidents involving mobile plant and pedestrians are a major cause of  workplace fatalities and major injuries. 
Within the waste industry around 140 accidents are reported every year within the UK involving persons 

being struck by moving vehicles. The consequences are often severe and sometimes fatal.

Managing Workplace Transport
	
Managing workplace transport requires not just consideration of  a safe site with controls such speed ramps, 
mirrors, pedestrian barriers, etc. Consideration must also be given to having safe vehicles, safe drivers and 

safe working practices. 

Key Considerations

»» Where possible remove or minimise the need for reversing, e.g. by re-organising loading and unloading 
procedures.

»» Where reversing is required ensure all round visibility is possible for example by using in cab CCTV and 
well placed mirrors.

»» Always check for pedestrians and other vehicles before moving off  in a vehicle.

»» In addition to general vehicle checks, operators should always check safety features of  your vehicle are 
fully working e.g. flashing beacons, reversing lights, reversing sirens, CCTV, etc.

»» Always wear vehicle seatbelts – they can dramatically reduce injuries and fatalities in overturns and 
collisions.

»» Challenge other site users including contractors regarding bad practice e.g. not wearing hi-visibility 
clothing, using mobiles phones when operating vehicles or when walking through areas where vehicles 
operate. 

»» Pedestrians should always ensure vehicle operators are aware of  their presence before approaching. 
Drivers should always signal to pedestrians and other road users it is safe to approach.

»» Pedestrians should always use designated walkways to ensure separation from vehicle movements 
wherever possible. 

»» Speed restrictions should be adhered to throughout the site.

»» If  you require further training e.g. banksman or reversing assistant training, please ask.

Any Questions & Summarise Main Points
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